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of Congress became obnoxious to public opinion
voted as they were told by the party managers.

Under the present system, which makes the electors
men of straw, survivals of a past that had in fact nevei
been a present, it could be claimed that the President
is in truth the people's choice, were it not that the
election is by States. In the electoral college a State
cannot record a split vote. Its delegation votes as a
whole for one candidate or the other,. Thus a few
votes in a State may determine the complexion of its
whole delegation. In 1916 Wilson was re-elected be-
cause he carried California by a narrow margin. The
effect of this arrangement is that the minority vote
in those States whose party allegiance is constant has
no effect whatever on the result* In 1936 Mr. Roose-
velt's opponent carried only two States, the faithful
remnant of the once solidly Republican North-East,
and he therefore commanded a mere handful of votes
in the electoral college. Nevertheless 15 million peo-
ple supported him at the polls. It is thus possible for
an American President to be elected by a minority of
the voters* because the more thinly-populated States
are over-represented in the electoral college.2 The
strength of their delegation is that of their representa-
tion in bcth Houses of Congress, and every State what-
ever its size has two Senators. The abolition of the
electoral college and the substitution of election by

'This actually happened In two cases, namely Hayes in 1876
and Harrison in 1888. Hayes* popular vote was 300,000 smaller
than that of his opponent Tflden and Harrison's 100,000 smaller
than Cleveland's.